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University of Phoenix Material
Topic Selection Worksheet
Complete Parts A through D below.
Part A: Topic Selection
Select a topic for your Week 5 Final Argument Paper using the following steps:
· Review the Discipline Specific Resources for Rhetoric and Research.
· Click on any discipline that interests you. 
· Each page has a description of the importance of rhetoric and research to degree programs and professional careers within that discipline.
· The topics for you to choose from are below the “Importance of Rhetoric and Research” paragraph. Each topic has a link to an associated resource from the University Library to learn more about the topic.
· Choose one topic from the list of topics under one of the disciplines. Please note the “Accessibility” area on the right is not one of the topics.
Respond to the following questions in 25-50 words total.
· What is your selected topic? 
	The topic I chose for my argument paper is going to be security crisis preparedness.
Interesting topic! This is definitely a topic that will intrigue the reader! How will you refine this topic so that it is narrow in scope? A point to consider is that narrowing the focus of your topic will help you with the construction of your thesis statement.  As of now, your topic is extremely broad in scope. What aspect of the topic do you want to focus on?


· Why is this topic appropriate for an argument paper? 
	I chose this topic because as a veteran, I feel that everyone should be prepared for the worst and should also know how to react in certain situations.
Interesting comments! You clearly inderstand the importance of discussing this issue!

One point to consider is that your response should showcase your understanding of the course material. As learned in this week’s reading material, a well-constructed argument is also one that allows a writer to use logic, credible and scholarly research, and rhetoric to advance/ support the claim. Does your topic provide you with the opportunity to meet these characteristics as well? Also, I encourage you to review the characteristics of a scholarly topic presented on page 14 of the course reading. Does your topic adhere to these characteristics as well?  I encourage you to keep these points in mind as you continue with your essay.  


Part B: Forming Your Position to Develop Your Argument
Respond to the following questions using the topic you selected. 
1. What is your position related to your topic? (25-50 words total)
	All Americans should go through a certain degree of crisis training.
A point to remember is that a position refers to an argument. The argument is a claim that can be logically debated. As of now, you need to narrow your focus and then you create your position. For example, what type of crisis training are you referring to? What type of crisis preparation will you focus on? Will this focus allow you to create a debatable argument for the academic reader? Creating a clear position for an argumentative essay is challenging, but I know you can do it!



2. What are three reasons why you have this position about this topic? (25-50 words total)
	a. Everyone should be prepared and know what to do in a crisis situation.
b. Death counts will be lower when individuals are properly trained in how to react during a crisis situation.
c. The assailant can be stopped in a timely manner if individuals are properly trained. Once you establish your position, you can then create reasons to support your position. The reasons need to support a position that can be logically debated. Additionally, the reasons need to coincide with the position. Since your position is not clear, then your reasons do not align with a specified position. First and foremost, you need to decide on the specific aspect of the topic you want to focus on (individual response while in home, security crisis preparedness and terrorism, effectiveness of homeland security with respect to security crisis, security crisis preparedness with respect to active shooters, etc.). Once you decide on the focus, you must then ask: What argument do I want to advance in my essay? What reasons will I use to support my position?




3. Do you believe research will support your reasons for this position? What will you do if you cannot locate research to support your reasons for your position? (25-50 words total)
	I believe that with proper research, I will be able to find sources that support my reasons for my position- why? What is meant by “proper research”?. If I cannot locate research to support my position, I will have to shift my position- to what position?.


Part C: Drafting Your Thesis Statement
Create a rough draft of your thesis statement using your position and reasons for your position. Your thesis statement will serve as the claim in your argument.
	Thesis Statement: Through proper training, the average American will be able to properly act, keep the death count to a minimum, and potentially stop an assailant in an emergency crisis situation.
I am looking forward to reading your views! As you work on your argument, a point to remember is that your thesis statement needs to present a clear and specific position to the reader. A thesis statement is one sentence in length that clearly reveals the argument your essay will advance. As of now, this section is presenting an interesting idea, however, your argument is unclear. As such, you need to decide on your position (claim/argument), then you can create your thesis statement.  

What type of crisis situation are you referencing? What type of training connects to security crisis preparation? How does death count connect to security crisis preparation? Are you referring to stopping an assailant under specific circumstances?


Part D: Components of an Argument
Arguments can be easily misunderstood and misinterpreted. There may be times when we do not fully evaluate arguments before forming our response to them, and our response may have been different if we fully understood what was being argued. Argument evaluation is important in everyday life to help you communicate effectively with others and to form your own arguments. 
[bookmark: _Hlk497919151]Select one article from any of the themes on the Article List.
Read the article, and respond to the following:
1. Provide an APA formatted reference of the article you selected. You may use the Reference and Citation Generator for assistance.<Enter your response here.>
Community Policing. (2015). In Opposing Viewpoints Online Collection. Detroit, MI: Gale. Retrieved from http://link.galegroup.com.contentproxy.phoenix.edu/apps/doc/PC3010999303/OVIC?u=uphoenix&sid=OVIC&xid=ffaefae1
2. In 25-50 words, indicate the author’s claim.
	The induction of the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services has helped reduce crime rates and build a relationship between the police and the community. 


3. In 25-50 words, indicate what evidence or research is provided to support the author’s claim.
	Since the induction of the COPS program, “the COPS hiring grants accounted for 5 percent of the 26 percent drop in crime between 1993 and 2000” (Community Policing, 2015). As you work on your essay, remember that evidence should directly advance your claim. For example, above you noted that an additional aspect of the claim is: “build a relationship between the police and the community.” Did you locate evidence to support this claim?


[bookmark: _Hlk510684377][bookmark: _Hlk519669226]
	
	Points allocated
	Points Received

	Identified selected topic adhering to word count requirement. Response is clear, developed, and contains relevant information
	0.5
	0.4

	States why selected topic is appropriate for an argument paper, adheres to word count requirement, response is clear, developed, and contains relevant information
	1.5
	0.75

	Identifies position related to topic adhering to word count requirement. Response is clear, developed, and contains relevant information 
	2.5
	1.75

	Identifies three reasons for having the identified position, adheres to word count requirement, response is clear, developed, and contains relevant information 
	2.5
	1.75

	Addresses the following question: Do you believe research will support your reasons for this position? What will you do if you cannot locate research to support your reasons for your position? (25-50 words total)
	2
	1.75

	Created a rough draft of thesis statement which takes into account position and reasons for position. 
	2.5
	1.75

	Provided an APA citation for one of the listed articles 
	1
	1

	Correctly identified the author’s claim adhering to word count requirement. Response is clear, developed, and contains relevant information. 
	1
	1

	Identified evidence or research that supported the author’s claim adhering to word count requirement. Response is clear, developed, and contains relevant information.
	1
	0.85

	Mechanics and Grammar: Sentences are devoid of spelling and grammatical errors. 
	0.5
	0.5

	
	15
	11.5




[bookmark: _GoBack]
Copyright © XXXX by University of Phoenix. All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2018 by University of Phoenix. All rights reserved.
